As a pretty recognizable God person in the community, | am often asked to answer perplexing questions abo
faith and the bible. Sometimes the questions are asked by sincere people seeking deeper spiritual understan
other times the questions seemed ai med at trying
It is only natural for people who feel they have made up their mind about religion and established a certain po
on the subject, to feel a bit threatened when they are confronted with someone who represents what they dor
with. It happened to Jesus all the time. But | am always encouraged when | have the opportunity to talk with
someone about the God | have come to love and trust so much.

| think it's important for me to begin by confessing that even though | have been a minister of the Gospel for a
20 years, | feel like I'm still just scratching the surface in my understanding of God and | certainly do not clain
have all the definitive answers. As a matter of fact it seems like God has intentionally clouded himself in myst
order to nurture my faith. Voltaire once quipped that we ought to judge a person by their questions rather thar
answers, and something that often helps me when grappling with hard faith questions is to turn the question &
For example...

| was once invited by Kapiti College to come and meet with a form class that had recently suffered the loss of
their class to suicide. | invited the students to ask me any question on their minds so we could begin a conver
A sad | ooking girl asked the first question. #dAlf

I n a moment of grace God helped me respond, AWhat
as selfish and sinful as we are, and the world has over 6 billion of us, making bad decisions every day, how is
anything good happens?0 The gir|l responded that ¢
great conversation that seemed to really help the whole class become more open to God's comfort.

Anot her time at a pub someone once asked me the
i ncapable of sinning?06 Again | found it helpful
he was willing to give us the power of choice, knowing that we would have the ability to make sinful destructiv
choices?0 Here again we were able begin a deep di
rather than arguing.

Philip Yancey in his booRVhat Good is God?tells the story of the Nobel prize winning author and Aushwitz
survivor, Rabbi Elie Wiesel, who during a conver :

believe in God after Auschwitz?o0
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TURNING TRIINGEGS AROUND

Continued
Wi esel went silent for a moment then quietly re
When you see firsthand what the depths of darkness, hatred and evil lurking in the human heart can produ
l eft up to its own devices, what | ight is there

We see in the gospels that Jesus often responded to questions by turning them around and becoming the

guestioner. One good example is Matthew 19, whe
must | do to get eternal |l ife?0 Jesus responded
Again in Matthew 21, the chief priests asked Je
I mmedi ately responds by saying, Al will also as
In Mark 12 the Pharisees ask Jesus, fiShould we
them, AWhose picture is on the coin?0 Of course
Caesar what belongs to Caesar, but give to God

that bears God's image and thus belongs to God?

| hope somehow this article has been helpful to you as you grapple with your own deep questions. If you al
not asking such questions may | encourage you to begin for I am convinced that it is only by having the

courage, thoughtfulness and desire for understanding to ask deep and hard questions that we spiritually gr
believe it pleases God when we ask questions, as long as we are sincerely seeking truth and not just blowi
smoke. | also believe God gives us many deep and meaningful answers when we decide to turn things aro

You are loved, Andy

SEOVTS CIEFLECTUON

| was recently honoured with the privilege of hosting the Greytown Scout group at St. Luke's to help them
with their Faith Awareness badge. | met them at the door of the church and invited them to come into the
church quietly and find a place to sit and to be still. | had choral music from Taize, France playing and the
lights low and the altar lit.

After a couple of minutes sitting quietly in the church listening to the music | ask the scouts, whose ages we
about 11 and 12, what they were feeling. Their responses we beautiful and profound. Most of the scouts h
very little connection with church so it was a totally new experience...

Al feel war mo

nl feel |l i ke there are | ots of people all aroun
Al feel peaceo

Al feel special that | am allowed to be here. o
Al feel safe Iike |I'"m protected. 0

Al feel 1 ove. o

There were several more things that were said, all of them beautiful and insightful. | was incredibly
encouraged by that moment with those children and reminded of just how blessed we are to have such a
wonderful, holy and sacred space to worship in.

Andy






